Potter

the partnership in 1847, after Paige's election to
the supreme bench, Potter continued the firm
with the addition of other partners for another
decade. In 1831, when he was in Minaville, he
represented his district in the legislature, served
on several committees, and was responsible for
legislation providing for the erection of an asylum
for the insane at Utica, the first state asylum in
New York. On June 15, 1836, he married An-
toinette (Paige) Smith, the sister of his partner
and the daughter of the Rev. Winslow Paige.
From 1828 to 1847 he was a master and examiner
in Chancery, and in addition held the office of
district attorney for Schenectady County from
1835 to 1847. In 1856 he became a candidate for
the position of justice of the supreme court of
New York and defeated his former law partner,
Judge Paige, by a small majority. He also served
as a judge of the court of appeals, and in 1865,
after a successful term of eight years, he was re-
elected to the supreme bench without opposition.
In the same year he was made a trustee of Union
College, His second judicial term expired Dec.
31, 1873, and he retired from active service.

Potter had a jealous regard for the independ-
ence of the judiciary. In 1870 his court issued
a subpoena requiring Henry Ray, a member of
the New York Assembly, to appear as a witness
in criminal proceedings before the grand jury of
Saratoga County. Ray ignored the summons and
was arrested, whereupon the Assembly ordered
Potter to appear before the bar of the House to
be censured for violation of the privileges of the
House. Potter appeared and made such a mas-
terly defense of his action that he was exonerated.
In politics he was a Republican and a party lead-
er. He was a man of broad sympathies and men-
tal alertness. Eminent as a jurist, he left behind
him a record of many carefully drawn opinions.
He was for many years an elder of the First Pres-
byterian Church in Schenectady. He was six feet
four inches in height, of a spare frame, and ro-
bust in health. His home was a frequent gath-
ering place for men of distinction in law, states-
manship, and public life, whose friendship he
cherished and whose association he sought He
held many offices, including the vice-presidency
of the New York Bar Association and the presi-
dency of the Mohawk National Bank of Schenec-
tady. He died in Schenectady, leaving no de-
scendants. In 1871 he published A General Trea-
tise on Statutes, a work upon the construction
and interpretation of American statutes and con-
stitutions, and including the law of England ap-
plicable in accordance with the interpretation of
the English law writer, Sir F. W. L. Dwarris.
It had a large sale the first year. It was followed
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in 1875 by A Treatise on Equity Jurisprudence,
an expansion and revision of John Willard's
earlier work, and in 1879 by Potter's two-volume
Treatise on the Law of Corporations, which was
used as a law-school text.

[See: G. R. Howell and J. H. Munsell, Hist, of the
County of Schenectady, N. Y. (1886) ; A. A. Yates,
Schenectady County, N. Y.: Its Hist, to the Close of the
Nineteenth Century (1902) ; David McAdam and others,
Hist, of the Bench and Bar of N. Y.f vol. I (1897) I
N. Y. Times, Aug. 13, 1891. For his conflict with the
New York legislature see O, L. Barbour, Reports of
Cases in Law and Equity Determined in the Supreme
Court of the State of N. Y., LV (1870), 625-80. Pot-
ter left autobiographical notes.]                    J, W.B.

POTTER, ROBERT (c. i8oo-Mar. 2, 1842),
representative from North Carolina, Texas pio-
neer, was born of humble parentage in Granville
County, N. C. He was warranted a midshipman
in the United States Navy on Mar. 2, 1815, and
served until 1821. He became a lawyer at
Halifax, N. C., and in 1824 was involved in
a series of brawls. He engaged in fisticuffs,
near-duels, and riots, in which he was run
through with a sword and one man was killed
(A Statement of the Circumstances Connected
with the Affair between Jesse A. Bynum and
Himselff 1825, and Jesse A. Bynum, An Expo-
sition of the Misrepresentations Contained in a
Publication ...by Robert Potter, 1825). In spite
of this he was elected in 1826, after two defeats,
to the House of Commons, where he introduced
a political college bill to organize a state insti-
tution to train poor boys for public service. In
1827 he published a mock-heroic poem, The Head
of Medusa, ridiculing Bynum and the town of
Halifax. He returned to Granville County and
was again elected to the state legislature in 1828.
He introduced a bill to annul the charters of
banks that demanded specie payment and spon-
sored a bill to limit attorney's fees to ten dollars.
The same year on a wave of popular resentment
against the financial system, caused by the de-
pression, he won a seat in Congress as a Jackson
Democrat. He offered a bill to destroy banks
and another to sell the public lands and divide
the proceeds among the states. Reflected in 1830,
he resigned in November 1831 as the result of a
scandal involving his charges against his wife's
character and his mutilation of two reputable
citizens whom he accused without proof. He was
tried for the offense and at the trial acted as his
own lawyer. He served two years in the Orange
County jail, from which he is said to have ha-
rangued mobs, and he issued An Address to the
People of Granville County (1832) to announce
his candidacy for the legislature. In the election
of 1834 he was successful, but in 1835 he was
expelled for overpowering a fellow-legislator and
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